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Hiroshima Castle and the long Shadow of Militarism-in Postwar Japan

In 1945 Hiroshima Castle, together with most of central Hiroshima, was incinerated and turned
into a graveyard. Tens of thousands of Japanese Imperial Army soldiers perished in the castle,
which served as HQ for Japan’s Western Army. After. the war the castle’s.and Hiroshima’s long
engagement with the Imperial Military was forgotten as Hiroshima rebuilt itself as a “city of
peace. ”Yet, the castle and the various important memorials and shrines for the war dead on its
grounds, continued to serve as a reminder of Hiroshima’s past. The reconstruction of Hiroshima
Castle in 1958, as in other places throughout Japan, I'argue; was a done in a very conscious fashion
as a way to demilitarize and disassociate the castle from its former martial role. This move and
subsequent trials by conservative groups to rehabilitate the castle was met with much resistance.
Using the castle as a lens, talk will examine the various: trials - in exercising the ghosts of
Hiroshima’s engagement with-the military ‘and Japanese empire. An effort that is still going on
today.



