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Professor Charles Hallisey

Harvard Divinity School

"Pilgrimage is Good to Think With: What Do We Learn From
Academic Studies of Buddhist Pilgrimage in Asia?"

Abstract: For Buddhists, pilgrimage is good to do, but for Buddhists as well as for students of
the Buddhist heritages, pilgrimage is good to think with. We see this clearly when we look at
academic studies of Buddhist pilgrimages. This presentation will offer some reflections on
how we might best read academic studies of Buddhist pilgrimages so as to allow these
studies to inform and inflect our understandings not only of individual Buddhist pilgrimages
and Buddhist pilgrimage in general, but also of Buddhism generally, pilgrimage generally,
and the study of religion generally.
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